I’m Standing with
You, Neighbor: The Story of
Bumpass Cove Citizens Group
“You Got to Move” Shorts Discussion Guide (view the film here)

This guide is designed for in-person & online post-film conversations in community
settings. In keeping with the popular education approach used at the Highlander Center
(a thread in the film’s story), facilitators are encouraged to start with the group’s own
experiences & select from the questions below (and add to them), Consider utilizing
small groups for some of the discussion and encourage announcements related to
current organizing. The resources listed in the “Learn More” section may be shared with
participants during or as follow-up to the discussion. Additional curricula for middle &
high school teachers are in development.

Background
Bumpass Cove, in the northeastern part of Tennessee, was an active mining site
in the 20th century, bringing health and safety challenges to many workers and
their families. It later became an even greater threat to the local community with
the opening of the Bumpass Cove Sanitary Landfill. From 1972-1979, hazardous
chemical waste was dumped in this landfill at the end of a mountain road. Years of
this wrecked the environment and endangered area residents’ health. Organized
resistance from the people of Bumpass Cove eventually resulted in the closing of
the landfill and projects to restore the area.
Fights against toxic facilities like Bumpass Cove were occurring in many
communities at this time, and these efforts created impetus for changing laws,
policies and public awareness of the dangers of hazardous wastes. The late Myles
Horton, co-founder of the Highlander Research and Education Center, said “A lot
of times people who struggle and have only limited success feel they aren’t
making a contribution. But the truth is that social movements and all basic
changes are the outgrowth of a lot of people doing a lot of things, and they are
laying the groundwork.”

Learn About These Topics in the Film
More than anything, “I’m Standing with You Neighbor” is about a community coming
together to say ‘we’ve had enough,’ and realizing their own knowledge and ability to
create change.
It also touches on:
●
●
●
●
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Appalachian Organizing in Coal Communities
Environmental Health & Justice
Land Destruction & Hazardous Landfills
Popular Education & Participatory Research

Continuing the Conversation
1) Gail mentions that early on she and others in the community wanted to believe
that things were ‘all right.’ Why might they have believed this? What were they
hearing from the company about what was going in the landfill?
2) One of Gail’s neighbors, Hobart, was collecting information and raising questions
about the safety and health of the landfill operations. Why might people not have
wanted to believe him?
3) What were people experiencing that finally led them to realize that something
had to be done? What actions did they take?
4) How long did Mary Lee say that the community thought their first action would
last? Is this what happened?
5) What was the experience of the Bumpass Cove community with the state
department of health? Why was it important for the community to take
research into their own hands?
6) Gail reflected that prior to her time at Highlander she felt that she was
“nobody” and didn’t have much of anything to say. How did this change
over the course of her time at Highlander? What was the impact of hearing
other people’s stories and sharing ideas?
7) What did Jerry and Travis, the young people interviewed while fishing, share
about themselves and their understanding of the people responsible for dumping
the poisons in their community?
8) Bumpass Cove residents were asked “If you’re so afraid of the poison, why
don’t you move out?” What was their response?
9) What is Gail’s urgent vision for change and who does she think can make
this happen?

Connecting Past & Present
1) Gail shares that, at first, she didn’t think there was anything she could do. Have
you ever faced a similar experience (either yourself or people you were
organizing with)? What helped to shift this?
2) Russell mentions that he was raised to ‘mind his own business,’ but that he
couldn’t help but see that everything the community was facing impacted his
business. Are there contemporary campaigns or projects where people would
need to come to a similar realization? How would you approach this?
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3) Mary Lee describes the help that the community received at Highlander,
including assistance with making lists of chemicals in the landfill. This type
of activity is often referred to as “participatory research.” Are there projects
like this that you’ve helped with and/or would want to support?
4) Gail and Mary Lee talk about the accusations that they were communists.
Attempting to divide communities and shift the focus away from those
responsible is a common challenge faced by organizers. Have you
experienced this and how might you strategize and plan in similar
instances?
5) There’s an understanding shared by Mary Lee and the Bumpass Cove
community that organizing is ‘never over.’ Do you agree?
6) Russell stresses the importance of considering generations to come. How
can your own work inspire people to organize with future generations in
mind?
7) The Bumpass Cove landfill was eventually closed, but many of the people
most active look back at the struggle as both a win and a loss. Why might
this be the case?
8) If you could ask Gail, Mary Lee or others from the Bumpass Cove community
one question, what would it be?
9) What is something you’d like to learn more about?
10) Who else might you share this film with?

Additional Resources
Highlander Center Research & Education Center
Citizens of Upper East Tennessee Are Worried About Hazardous Waste (Univ of TN Digital
Collections)
A Historical Overview of the Bumpass Cove Land II Controversy, 1972-2002. (East TN State
Digital Commons)
Gail Randolph Interview: Field Notes, UNC’s Southern Oral History Program (w Jessica
Wilkerson)
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